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Greetings!

In this issue of thew | Y Q &, ydu @&ilNflid:

1. Letter from our National Team couple, Tony and Marianne Hartman

2. Summer Reflections by Rev. Mel Hemann

3. Chicago MR Weekend Report and Photo by Joe and Mary Ward

4. MR Talk from 2009 Fall Conference by George and Shirlene Gonzalez

Special Notes: The 2010 Marriage Retorno Conference will be November 5" —7th
P g

at the St. Francis House of Prayer in Stoneville, North Carolina.

Mark your calendar now!

1. Letter from our National Team couple, Tony and Marianne Hartman

Dear Marriage Retorno Fami[y,

We have been blessed to share in many of the joys of marriage this summer. Three 50"
anniversaries and the wedding of a couple filled with young love and great expectations.

Our 50™ wedding anniversary was celebrated in late February but our children and
grandchildren gathered to honor our special day while we were all in Maine in late June. Each
one played a specific role in making it a day to remember. They presented us with a three
volume scrapbook that dated back to Feb. 27, 1960 and it was filled with special memories for
each of them. Whil e vi sishdd iodkigg atitha bodkdemndc a g o ,

Tony



commented, “Your children must really |l ove yo
tangible expressions of the love we share as a family and we know that God has been a guiding
force in our relationship and in our family.

As we write this Joe and Mary Ward and Father Jim Fedigan are presenting a weekend in the
Philadelphia area. They also worked with Lloyd and Kathy Christensen on a weekend in
Chicago. On May 22 —23 Father Mel and Deacon Al and Jill Weber gave a weekend in lowa to
the deacons of their diocese. We want to encourage everyone to try their best to make
Marriage Retorno known in their area. We have brochures available and Lillie and Dave James
will work with you to make a weekend happen. You can find information on contacting them
under weekends.

Our yearly national conference will be held in Stonehill, North Carolina the weekend of
November4-6"and pl ease consider joining us. The tF
Though Living Out The Commandment s” and promi ses to be an enri

received and was asked to share so long ago.

It is so evident to us how richly blessed we are to have each other, our families, and loving
friends that manifest Godl.h.s |l ove to us each d

Il n Christ’'s | ove,

Marianne and Tony Hartman

2. Summer Reflections by Rev. Mel Hemann

Summer Rgﬂections

The weeks leading to summer and the few weeks of summer we are now enjoying have been,
as usual, wonderful.

As the years pass by | find myself doing more
year | received a call from a retired ophthal
pl ane and flew for year ketdgoforlone asbflight.tWouldyouy ear s
go up with me?” After the flight he thanked m

his last flight. A month ago he was back with another retired doctor. They both made
appointments to come back next year.



The real joy has been to take a 102 year

pilot for a flight. Berkeley quit flying 7
years ago at age 95. Two years ago, at
100, he asked if
unforeseen complications prevented
that. In May, at the age of 102, we had
an amazing flight. We left the surly
bonds of earth and flew where only
angels dare to tread. At the end of our
50 minute flight Berkeley made his
reservation for next year. What a thrill

to be inspirational in keeping dreams
alive. Mel Hemann and Berkeley Smith

Thef i rst week in June | made my annual Retreat
Fr. Ed Flanagan, OFM, conducted it. Many of you know Ed because he has been involved in

Marriage Retorno for years. Our Retreat was the first Retreat Ed has ever given. Needless to say

it was superb as Ed shared with us Franciscan spirituality and his own personal examples of how

we can live it in our daily lives. He has indicated he may do this again. | certainly hope so.

Father’' s Day weekend the Hemann c¢cl an gathered
John celebrated his golden jubilee as a priest and the Sunday celebration and dinner brought it

all to a close. It was a wonderful time of sharing that brought back many happy memories of my

celebration last September when many of you were in attendance.

The last week in June | spent a day and a half with my seminary class. This was the 51" time

we'  ve gat hered. Our numb egmyer, oar pa@nchgsia lbitvaiger g s ma |l |
and the vim and vigor of youth no |l onger keep
pretty well over for the day. We are a remarkable class and the commitment to gather annually

to support each other has brought us to the stage of contentment at this time.

The week of July 4 1 will join over 25 priest pilots and friends at Altus AFB in southwest

Okl ahoma. Mi ke and Maureen Oates’s son John i
taught John to fly as a high school student and it is gratifying to watch a career develop and

know that you were part of that. Johnandlareco-host i ng thi s year’s conve

The relationship with John goes beyond our flying interests. Years ago | invited Fr Ed Hogan to

comeandof f er our young people Fr. Calvo’ s | atest
weekend. As a high school student John was sent by his parents to that Sons and Daughters

Encounter. A young lady by the name of Marcy Patton also arrived at the urging of her parents.

John and Marcy met on that weekend and later the two of them served as leaders of Sons and
Daughters Encounter and Retorno weekends. Aft
Academy they asked me to offi csibethe/nowhavet hei r w
children older than they were when they first met.



Looking back over the weeks since the | ast Ra
had time for spiritual reflection and continue to contribute to the spiritual and physical well

being of those whom God sends my way. There has been time for relaxation and fun; quality

time with family and friends and experiences that constantly serve as reminders that we

al ways, in one way or another , istokeepreinimdingg God’
one’s self that this is really what | ife is a

summer be equally fulfilling.

3. Chicago MR Weekend Report and Photo by Joe and Mary Ward

Chicago Marriage Encounter Weekend

On May 21-23, Fr. Jim Fedigan, SJ, and we presented a Marriage Retorno weekend in Chicago.
It was held at the Dominican Retreat House at Rosary Hill, a lovely facility. Five couples
attended. The couples were terrific. They seemed to have gotten a lot out of the weekend.
All looked forward to incorporating couple prayer into their daily life.

It had been a few years since a weekend was held in Chicago. Lloyd and Kathy Christensen

spearheaded this revival. They did all the recruiting and made the arrangements for this

weekend. They also gave the Reconciliation t
wet” for MR. Their zeal and dedi loopetoi on i s wh
present another MR in Chicago in the Fall of 2010.

Couples Attending the MR Weekend in Chicago at the Dominican Retreat Center



4. MR Talk from 2009 Fall Conference by George and Shirlene Gonzalez

The Life the Lord Has Assigned

for

the Married and Others

George

I n preparation for our talk, | read St. Paul’
times, | thought that he places the married life as not the preferred path. Paul places the

married man with extra trials and all the world' s demands, which di

wife and not in the pursuit of Spiritual things.

St. Paul’'s general rule is that each one shou
as he was when t he L oexpdctustathdnge drastitdllynwell, mabe d do e s
we should sometimes), but He wants us to follow His commandments.

As for me, | believe that | was called by God many years ago to live the married life. The way
that Shirlene and | met and fell in love, and were able to survive all these years, is truly by the
Grace of God.

Shilene

Focusing on St. Paul’ s writings on the marr.
second-c|l ass citizen as a married per sowhereheOne of
says the married have trials in |ife struck m
the trutht!?” Through George’s and my al most

trials!! The fact that we can sit here as a married couple is only through the Grace of God (as
George said) as well as through His love for us as a couple.

As | further reflected on Paul’' s writings 1in
issues with each other, it was really when we steered away fr om Paul ' s words
belongs to her husband and not herself; and, a husband belongs to his wife and not himself. |

thought about how that moves us from individual identity into a much more Grace-filled state

as a couple, where we are seen as one and our names just flow together --George and Shirlene,

Marianne and Tony, Joe and Mary, Dave and Lillie, Rick and Deb, Mike and Jeanie, Bill and
Nancy, Lloyd and Kat hyenand®arnwClare. and Rachel |l e;

George

Shirlene and | have been living in Kansas City for almost 15 years, and since our kids are living in
Arkansas, we decided that when we retired, we would move back to Arkansas to be closer to
the children and grandchildren.

| had originally planned to stay in my position on the sales floor and retire at 62, but one day,
one of the other managers asked me if | would like to go back into the service side of the



business. It had been over 10 years since | had done that type of work--a lot had changed and it
would be a big challenge--but | said yes. | also told him that | planned to retire in a couple
years, and he was fine with that since the need was there at that time. Boy, | had a lot to learn,
not just the physical part of the work, but all the electronics and computer systems, too. It was
tough. But, | soon found myself back in the swing of things (never to the level | had been
before, but functional, at least).

| had planned to work through April of 2009, but the Lord had other ideas for me. In January, |
received a letter from the company pension plan informing me that anyone retiring after
February 28, 2009, would be unable to obtain a lump sum payout and could only receive 50
percent and the remainder in an annuity. After putting pen to paper, we figured it would take
me over 12 years to receive the remainder in an annuity. So it was a no-brainer that | would
retire the end of February rather than the end of April.

God really works in wondrous ways because it turned out that | needed the extra months to
prepare the house for sale during the summer. It took me 3 % months working almost every
day, and | was working harder than | did on my job, but | knew that | was doing it for us and
moving us closer to our goal of moving close again to the children. We put the house on the
market and sold it after only a few days in this down economy.

Shrlene
A big hurdle for me has been coming to the realization that George wants and needs me to be
home and retired with him. For quite some time | have been voicing my desire, but it was not

in my heart. I wanted to be home with him
relocate back closer to the children; but, things kept running through my mind such as:
unempl oyment i's so high and | obseupaveryghodr d t
job with good benefits? What i f our money
much less, even if we have health care and other good benefits. We like Kansas City, even if we

would be rejoining our kids and many friends in Arkansas.

It finally came down to me surrendering and

just needed to be sure. You know me, always the one praying for signs. And, boy, has God
given them to me. The recent ones include:

The quick sale of our house.

Our children stepping up to help us move into a temporary apartment until January
2010 and the best time for me to leave my job.

Response of so many friends in Northwest Arkansas, even those inviting us to live
with them if weaseWwhermwemdvede f ound a ho
Lots of changes at work that really drained so much job satisfaction from the
stressful work that | do.

And finally, seeing the joy in George as we move forward.

Will it be easy? Nothing ever is, but we know that as we trust in God and each other, it will
work for the good of all.

o
r

L



George

Now that the house is sold and we are living in an apartment, | find myself slowing down my
pace and finding the time to enjoy the little comforts of life, like taking advantage of the
workout room at the apartment and taking long walks with the dog. | have also had the

opportunity to join a Tuesday morning men
titled “That Man is You”. This program has
with men in our Parish that have common goals of beco mi ng men after God’

very rewarding to share your time with others who are also working towards becoming better
husbands, fathers, and Christians.

We have also begun our search for a home in Northwest Arkansas, and it is stressful. | will be
glad to get finally settled again. Until January 2010, we will be in limbo and until our move is
complete. Only God knows the end plan, and | must trust that all is in His Hands and it will be
fine.

Shirlene

Along with our
Spiritual readings
for St. Paul, Tony
and Marianne also
asked us to focus
on the Catechism
of the Church on
marriage. What a
wealth of wisdom
our Church has for
us here. If you
haven’t r
in some time,
we ' d r
recommend that
you do. Through
our Churwec S

teachings, we were again reminded of the sacredness that our Church places on the Sacrament
of Marriage. How God is the author of marriage and that marriage is ordered for the good of
the spouses, family and society. All these things we know, but in the daily living, we can lose
focus. It was good for me to be reminded that we have to strive to avoid any evil that threatens
our union (for me--selfishness and wanting it my way). | have to remember that the Lord is our
healer, and we only are able to reconcile with His mercy.

God’s strength can help our |l ove to mirror

know that even when we set aside the gift that Marriage Retorno had given us, couple prayer
and Scripture sharing, it is always waiting for us to bring us again closer to God and each other.

S
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Postscript Update:

Shirlene

| have now been retired for five months, and we are living in Arkansas. We bought a house just

seven doors down from our daughter, her husband and their three children. What a blessing it

is to be so close that the children can just walk to our house. Our son now is only 3 % hours

from us in the Little Rock area with our other three grandchildren. All the fears | had before

committing to taking the retirement plunge have not materialized. George has had a few more

little issues with his health, but we are here together and working on doing all that we can for

us to stay healthy. We are active in our new Parish and take Communion weekly to a
retirement home. God has blessed us greatly,
to work.

Questions for Reflection and Scriptures for Prayer
Individually and as a Couple:

Questions for Reflection:

1. How have | and we struggled, individua

2. How and when have we been eotharmoprl es of
families and others?

3. What do we believe God is calling us for as a couple in the months and years ahead?

Scriptures for Reflection:

1 Corinthians 7: 1-16 (Advice to the Married and Unmarried)
Ephesians 6: 10-20 ( Christian Warfare)

1 Corinthians 7: 17-40 (No Change to be Sought)

Ephesians 5: 21-33 (Christian Wives and Husbands)
Ephesians 6: 1-9 (Children and Parents; Slaves and Masters)
Romans 7: 2 (Freedom from the Law)

John 2: 1-11 (Wedding at Cana)



